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Danube campaign on the banks of the Po. He
had the Queen's consent and sent his Quarter-
master, Cadogan, to obtain permission to lead the
German and Scandinavian troops into Italy.
This plan was finally thwarted early in May, 1706,
by a successful French offensive in Germany,
which forced Louis of Baden to retreat from his
lines and frightened the Dutch. Marlborough
therefore had to content himself with sending
Eugene a reinforcement of 10,000 men and plan-
ning an English naval diversion on the coast of
France which might draw off troops from the
Italian and German fronts. For he was confident
that the main war effort of the French would be
in Germany and Italy and that they would stand
stiffly on the defensive in Flanders. He foresaw
no glory for himself if he remained there, as he
must. Hence he returned from London to the
front once more in the grip of melancholy. But
he was mistaken. Villeroi, the French com-
mander in Flanders, was surprisingly given
definite orders to fight.

Thus it came about that in May, 1706, Flanders
saw the unusual spectacle of two armies advancing
with intent to fight. Cadogan, sent with an
advance guard to mark out a camp, was astonished
to find the French army occupying the very posi-
tion for which he himself was headed. It was a
plateau in an area covered by three streams, and
the left of the French was covered by bogs and
in particular by one of the streams, known as the
litde Geete. As at Blenheim, the French posi-
tion was based on a number of hamlets, on the
left Autreglise and Offus, in the centre Ramillies